TRACTATE 


HAGIGAH 


The encounter with God takes place, in particular, at the pilgrim festivals, 
Passover, Tabernacles, and Pentecost, when Israelites are called to Jerusalem to be 
seen by, and rejoice before, the Lord. Now the engagement entails not repentance 
and atonement, but celebration, with each of the festivals devoted to the 
enjoyment of creation and Israel’s own formation. And the act of rejoicing 
encompasses the eating of meat. The three requirements—appearing before God, 
keeping a feast to the Lord, and rejoicing—are made explicit in Scripture (Exod. 
23:17; Deut 16:15; and Deut 16:14) respectively. These then form the concrete 
occasion for Israel’s most immediate and tangible encounter with God. Israel, 
encompassing all of its genealogical strata, meets God exactly when and where 
and how God wishes to be met. Israel is seen by God, or, in accord with the 
writing out of the Hebrew letters for the same passage, in the holiness of the 
Temple, in the savor of its offerings to heaven, and in its music and song and 
bloody rites in celebration of life, sees God. 


The halakhah takes up the pilgrims’ complementary obligations of sacrifice and 
cultic purity. The Israelite is to be seen in the Temple court on the feast with a 
whole-offering (birds or cattle) and that is obligatory: “None shall appear before 
me empty” (Exod 23:15 rsv). Keeping the feast furthermore means presenting a 
peace-offering when one makes his appearance on the first festival day of the 
feast. The duty of rejoicing involves a peace-offering in addition to the festal 
peace offering: “the peace-offering of rejoicing in the feast,” in line with Deut 
27:7 Rsv): “And you shall sacrifice peace offerings, and shall eat there; and you 
shall rejoice before the Lorp your God.” 


The halakhah of Hagigah accordingly deals with two closely related topics on a 
single theme, the occasions on which common folk come to the Temple, that is, 
on the pilgrim festivals. That halakhah is devoted to two matters: the festival- 
offerings and the conditions of cultic cleanness that pertain and govern the right to 
consume part of the meat of those offerings. Three pilgrim festivals, then, draw to 
the Temple the ordinary people, not just the priests, Levites, and Israelites 
organized in their ma’amadot (as we have seen at the halakhah of Ta’ anit). There 
are three pilgrims’ offerings called for by the pilgrimage: an appearance-offering 
involve a burnt offering, which yields no food for the sacrifier or sacrificer; a 


